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SWAINSON'S WARBLER in Fayette County, PA. 

On 10 June 1989, after listening to a report on the Audubon 
Society of Western Pennsylvania's telephone hotline, I visited 
Bear Run Nature Reserve in Fayette County. I arrived there before 
7 A.M., in hopes of locating the Swainson's Warbler which had 
been reported there the previous week-end. Since I had no further 
directions, I decided to walk south along Route 381 from the Bear 
Run P,:;;rki.lr1g L.,d;.. As; I .,~pproached closer to the stream (called 
Been' Run), I hPc~rd a. ~,:Drbler song which I immediately knew was 
c1.i.ff(7?rE~nt.. ThE:~ l:Jird v~as stj.l]. dii;:.1.~arit, i,n·,d I 1--'Ja.nted to get 
closer - •iinre the stream noise was fairly loud. My first 
thought was~ that it was either Swainson's Warbler, or an unusual 
H,:::11:::ic!(·.'·:d L•Ji,1r··l.::,1.p1··. /cti,;; I :::i.ppr·'o;;v:::hE·:~c:I r,1ort? clo~,E~ly, I rPalized it was 
y,,::,t: ""' L.c,u.:ii,:;:i.,:H'1<:'1. WatE?r·thrush, bt:~Cdl .. lf:oi::! :i.t did irn::,t er,d with the 
U'::,1.H,\l "tw:ittF,0:r:i.r,g". Thi~~ <,,ong Wd1:;; loucl and ended rather 
abru.ptly.1 l:i.kcc.• t1··1d'L .-::,fa distar,t H.-:iod~2d !.,Jarblf.~r. After followir,g the 
v.:::i:i.ci-2 of vJhe:1t I l:Jt-·'Ci:,\f11r-~ c,::-,nv:i.nct:>cJ w;;~s r.\ S1"-lc1inson' s -· I finally 
saw the bird perched in the bare top of a rhododendron bush. It 
i•Jc':'1,'.; :i.ndPPc.1, .,-::,. i;;,ing·i.1·19 S~•iaii-·,,;,01·,' s W;~r·bl1::,•·,--·! I obsE~rved it ir, 
f.::tirJy !JUi::,d J.i.glit, 2,t .:;1bout S n.M. and Wds using 7>< binoculars at 
a di<c,tc:ncE.' ,:::,f lf~~''"" ti1C:1n ;=,-0;?; feFt. f.l1.1.bsequF.~r·,tly, on later visits, 
I "r·:;:,;cc,r·c:IF,•d :i.'Li,,·. i:o.,:iy·,g .... ,::iftt?r1 ,,,,t l"'1c,1l.i:,t:lvr1--!ly cli:::i!:;e rar,ge. I was 
also -,d::Jl.P t.,, u1-:d:: ~,,,.,,v,,"r,,.,,J. r·(·.·•t:·,,!Jn:i.:::p;.~hlc-: phctc,grapt·1,s, later :i.Y-1 the 
f.:1.1:nr:F:·.'I' .. ',; U 0::; i. 1'1:J ;oi '3!?,i7l ,';'tit'! 1,:·c•r:·:.-,. n ft (':··r I i•Jd•,i; cc~rt E:1 :i. n c,f rny ,:,wn 
idi,:,1nt:,f:ic,:,,d .. i,,,·1, T ca·; lf:"l R,dh:-:1·'!: t,:,LJc1 rrn.••:\1"1 <"Ind R, .. '.tbert IYfulvihill, at 
P,.:,1".1cl;:._-:r1n .i. l T !'-1.-,,t •.t:•"• 1_:., 11(·""',r:r··v, !~ t ,::; h(:--? l p vc-:-:~r i. fy the,• i. cJt,:'r .. ,t i. f i c.,':\t i or,. 
f.)]l.!11:u.gl1 t:!11:.:::,y d:i.1_.! r:c1t' ·::>f.:.·•f::•1 ·t,:1;f~ l,.i.)··•f:i 1 t!··lt::,y did hE•?a'r'~ it <:it,c,ut a week 

'f .I . 
.1. .,:,{ 1, l··' r ·., 

Th,-· bird i/J;.,'.,; l.,,1s:i.(>:dly ci1.,]J. brown ,::ihOvf::!!j 1.l'J:ith ;:,,. pale, but 
n,:,!; i_e,-;·.,_,:;:J.l:)1,,:c:~ :•y.::::,!1,·· 1::,r,; l i.nt=:.·. It;,,,; ui·--,c:IE)rp,::i.rts; vJf.~rE• .c::1. pale buff color. 
It , . bi. l J ,,,,_ i-' ;:,,,<,, ,. ·:-'d ,_,h ,',1 :· 1) 1 y' pi:., i l"il., e:•d. It'.''' cro1..,n ,,,_,as a rust ·-browY-1 
, -·,1,,r ~ ~ii·,,_; it !:,til di-n·k J,,r,,:,,:,. It !JE':l'h'.'?rally stuck cli:::ise to the 
r"•h ,:,do-:JE•r ,,:! r'C•r, v.il, 0.1n ncd. '.':, :i ,., !Jin !J, <:'; 1',cl tJ s;E;•d pE•rches 10 t ,:i i:~0 feet 
,-.1,..,-_,-f-.-, !,l,,: 1··!,,:,cl,·;.:h::·r:C:r'·,.:,1·1 f,:.:,-r· ·0-:,ir,gi·no, Althi::.,ugh I hac:I never seer, 
t:s:<1· · h1 <::--,: ! E• s~'Ji-°:• :i. r,,,,,,:'c n' ,,,, t--.1;,., 1··b J. pi·· l:::ifr• f i::irf.:', I rt'k•.d e rnysp l f very 
r,,,::i.: :<'•.r· ~0ith :.!.:•: 1:-;,·,r,~1 r•ri,·,:· tu v:i.sit.i·nu BPar Ri.tn. Since workir,g 

,.~.j :i. : .. f'·: L h ::> rrl:. 1 /:{ '"\ r~ ;' ·1,".1J : .. ,c• !'; i T I 1,:'.:t.d LH::.) (:,:, I' I ~'.:;J .. .lf:,c, i r ·i. c:·a l 1 )/ (~I I.A)(:~ ·rf~ (:1 f the 
: ;: 1 • i;:·,'l'i L :l -::t 'f ! i_! r·i:;:•n(.:(.'~l 1.) r t, ;-··: 'i. ,;:, ~:'.:-f::,~,7f .. :· :l, c-:.1~:;~ ,::1.f1(l 1 ·1-::~cJ bt-:.1f.·~1 )"'1 1 c11:::d•( :i r··,g fa:,r· it 
3.i, J, !,_;,,:,ly :1, ., .. ,,] ,;_;,, .. r,.,;., .. ,,,,,,• .• ·,-·:r'·d1 yi---:,,,;i·•,,,;,. ;::-,.trther d!2t,,,ii ls c.:an be found 
; l'I th,:: ,_T,,'! y S,:-,•pt:;:,_qp\:a(:,_,,.. 1_gg•J !'::i'·:,!lt') ,,f PFNNSYL'v'ANIA BIRDS. 
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I Record No.: 756-01-1989 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # of 

Species: swainson's warbler 

Date of Sighting: June~ 1989 - /Jv5 11 rt 8'Y 

Observer(s): Ed Kwater, {);;,ve kre()7@r--

Date of Submission: 1990 

Submitted by: Ed Kwater 

Member Class I Class II Class ill Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater X 
B. Haas X 
F. Haas '>< 
R. Leberman X 
G. Mc Williams >< 
S. Santner X 
P. Schwalbe X 
TOTALS r; ( 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

s;gna1ure (SecretaryJ'@?L( ~ Date: 
(/---It>- 1D 




